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There is no List with a capital L. The 
great books are simply the books which 
deal most incisively, most eloquently, 
most universally, and most timelessly 
with man and his world. 

IN THE WINTER 1998 issue of Air power 
Jour nal,we in tro duced the Air power Pro­
fes sion al’s Book Club. We’ve had an en­
cour ag ing response so far and hope to 

keep hear ing from you, our read ers. Al though 
it’s too early to pub lish our top- 10 list, in this 
up date we iden tify some of the ti tles that you 
have suggested. Perhaps this will help those 
of you who are still thinking about your own 
lists. 

The Air Campaign: Planning for Combat 
by John A. Warden III. 

Air Power: A Centen nial Appraisal by Air 
Vice Marshal Tony Mason. 

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich 
Maria Remarque. 

—Milton Mayer 

Break ing the Phalanx: A New Design for 
Land power in the 21st Century by Doug­
las A. Macgregor. 

Catch- 22 by Joseph Heller. 

The Command of the Air by Giulio 
Douhet. 

For the Common Defense: A Military His-
tory of the United States of America by Al­
lan Millett and Peter Maslowski. 

The First and the Last: The Rise and Fall of 
the German Fighter Forces, 1938–1945 by 
Gen Adolf Galland. 

The Future of War: Power, Technol ogy, 
and American World Dominance in the 
21st Century by George Friedman and 
Mere dith Friedman. 
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Gen eral Kenney Reports: A Personal His-
tory of the Pacific War by Gen George C.
Ken ney. 

The Gener als’ War: The Inside Story of the
Con flict in the Gulf by Michael Gordon 
and Bernard Trainor. 

The Ger man Air War in Rus sia by Rich ard
Mul ler. 

Go ing Down town: The War against Ha noi 
and Wash ing ton by Col Jack Brough ton. 

Green Light! A Troop Carrier Squadron’s 
War from Normandy to the Rhine by Dr.
Mar tin Wolfe. 

Heart of the Storm: The Genesis of the Air 
Cam paign against Iraq by Col Richard 
Rey nolds. 

The Icarus Syndrome: The Role of Air 
Power in the Evo lu tion and Fate of the U.S. 
Air Force by Carl H. Builder. 

Ideas, Concepts, Doctrine: A His tory of Ba­
sic Think ing in the United States Air Force, 
1907–1964 by Robert Frank Futrell. 

The Im pact of Air Power, Na tional Se cu rity 
and World Politics  edited by Eugene M. 
Emme. 

The Influ ence of Sea Power upon History, 
1660–1783 by Alfred T. Mahan. 

The Long March by William Styron. 

The Luftwaffe: Creat ing the Opera tional 
Air War, 1918–1940 by James S. Co rum. 

Mak ers of Modern Strategy: From Machia­
velli to the Nu clear Age ed ited by Pe ter Pa­
ret and Gordon Craig. 

The Masks of War: American Military 
Styles in Strategy and Analysis by Carl H. 
Builder. 

Men at War: The Best War Stories of All 
Time edited by Ernest Heming way. 

No Mar gin for Er ror: The Mak ing of the Is­
raeli Air Force  by Ehud Yonay. 

The Painted Bird by Jerzy Kosinski. 

The Paths of Heaven: The Evo lu tion of Air-
power Theory edited by Col Phillip S. 
Meil in ger. 

Revo lu tion in Warfare? Air Power in the 
Per sian Gulf by Thomas A. Keaney and 
Eliot A. Cohen. 

1794: America, Its Army, and the Birth of 
the Nation by Dave R. Palmer. 

Sol dier and the State: The The ory and Poli­
tics of Civil-Military Rela tions by Samuel 
P. Huntington. 

On Strat egy: A Criti cal Analy sis of the Viet­
nam War by Harry Summers. 

Strat egy in the Mis sile Ageby Ber nard Bro­
die. 

Strike from the Sky: The History of Battle-
field Air At tack, 1911–1945  by Richard P. 
Hal lion. 

Thor’s Legions: Weather Support to the 
U.S. Air Force and Army, 1937–1987 by 
John F. Fuller. 

The U.S. Air Service in the Great War, 
1917–1919 by James J. Cooke. 

Vic tory through Air Powerby Al ex an der P. 
de Sever sky. 

On War by Carl von Clausewitz. 

Winged Victory  by Victor M. Yeates. 

Re mem ber to send your list by E-mail to 
edi tor@cadre.max well.af.mil or mail it to Air-
power Jour nal, Attn: Book Club, 401 
Chennault Circle, Maxwell AFB AL 36112-
6428. 

Al though we don’t yet have the consoli­
dated list, it will be out soon. For those of you 
with Internet connec tions, keep your eye on 
the Air Chroni cles home page (http://www.air­
power.max well.af.mil). We’ll publish it there 
first. 

If you missed our announce ment in the 
Win ter issue and wonder what is going on, 
APJ has inau gu rated a new, continu ing sec­
tion—the Airpower Profes sion al’s Book Club. 
In addi tion to solic it ing titles from the 
“names” in the airpower arena, we also in-
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vited APJ read ers to submit their own lists of 
the top-10 books for the airpower profes­
sional. Based on the lists we receive, we will 
de velop our own. We hope you will read 
these books and E- mail (or write) a para graph 
or two describ ing what you thought of the 
book, its perma nence, its impor tance, and its 
over all value in the devel op ment of an air-
power profes sional. We will publish all ap­
pro pri ate submis sions in a section of Air 
Chroni clesand will print se lected re sponses in
Air power Journal. 

To stimu late dis cus sion both on- line and 
in the quarterly editions, we suggest that as 
you read one of these books, jot down ideas 
or com ments that come to mind. Af ter read­
ing it, reflect on the central theme or sub­
ject and deter mine how the overall content 
of the work relates to that theme. Also re­
flect on any critical obser va tions that you 
can make about the book. Again, write 
down your ideas as they oc cur to you. Then 
let the proj ect lie fal low in your mind. Af ter
sev eral days, peruse the book once again 
and draft your comments. Use your own 
words as much as possi ble. If you choose to 
quote from the book you are critiqu ing, do 
so sparingly. Lay aside your first draft for 
two or three days and then revise it for 
proper English and clarity. 

A book-club review is composed of a criti­
cal evaluation. Always remem ber that we are 
look ing for a cri tique of the book—not sim ply 
a descrip tion of its contents. So, when you 
write your paragraph or two, try to address 
these four key questions: 

1. What is the book about? This question 
leads to other questions. Does the book 
have a central theme? Does it argue a 
the sis? What is the author’s purpose? 
(The latter may be stated explic itly in 
the preface or conclu sion, or it may be
im plied within the book itself.) Did the 
author achieve that purpose? Early on, 
try to summa rize the theme, thesis, or 
sub ject in a sentence or two. Strenu ­
ously resist any tempta tion to describe 
the full contents of the book; as noted 

above, your critical analy sis of the book 
is what really counts. 

2. Is the book reli able? The first question to 
ask about a work of nonfic tion is, Is it 
true? Again, this question prompts 
other questions: 
a. Who is the author?What are his or her 

quali fi ca tions for writing a book on 
this particu lar subject? Has the 
author writ ten other books? If so, are 
those other works about a related 
sub ject? 

b. Where did the author obtain infor ma­
tion for the book?Is the book based on 
the author’s personal obser va tions 
of events? Is it based on primary
sources—let ters, diaries, speeches, 
manu scripts, and archi val records— 
that were contem po rary or nearly 
contem po rary with the period or 
sub ject about which the author is 
writ ing? Or is the book based on sec­
on dary sources—that is, on works 
writ ten af ter the time of the event us­
ing the primary sources? As a related 
mat ter, be sure to in clude some men­
tion of how the author identi fies the 
sources upon which the book is 
based—by a bibli og ra phy, by notes, 
in the preface or intro duc tion, or 
sim ply by casual refer ences within 
the text. 

c. Are the sources reli able? If the book is 
based on primary mate ri als, are 
those ma te ri als credi ble? If based on 
sec on dary authorities, are those ac -
counts reputa ble? Briefly but pre ­
cisely identify some repre sen ta tive
ex am ples of the sources employed. 

d. Does the author use evidence with care 
and discrimi na tion?  Does the author 
read into the evidence ideas or facts 
that are not there? Is the author fair 
to all parties, or is he or she swayed 
by bias or preju dice? Cite spe cific ex-
am ples of bias or preju dice or of fair­
ness. Also consider the follow ing
ques tions: Are the facts correct? Do 
you consider the inter pre ta tions 
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valid? Is the the sis well sup ported by
evi dence and logical reason ing? 
Have you been persuaded to accept 
the author’s conclu sions? Whatever 
your answers to the last four ques­
tions, explain your reasons for an­
swer ing them as you did. 

3. Is the ma te rial well pre sented? Is the book 
un der stand able? Are the con tents well or­
gan ized? Does the author intro duce the 
sub ject in clear and sim ple terms, or does 
he or she presup pose the reader pos sesses 
gen eral knowledge of the subject? 

Note 

4. Does the book make a contri bu tion to the 
field? What, if anything, did the book 
con trib ute to your knowledge and un­
der stand ing of the subject? Would you 
rec om mend the book to someone else? 
Ex plain why or why not.1 

When you finish, send your submis sion 
to the same address as listed above. We pre­
fer E- mail since we in tend to post your com­
ments on the World Wide Web in Air 
Chroni cles as we receive them. If you dis­
agree with another reader’s critique of a 
book, respond; we’re aiming at devel op ing 
an ongo ing discus sion. 

1. Adapted from a student handout attributed to Dr. Harold T. Parker, professor emeritus at Duke University. 




