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ment.18 The two figures represent opera-
tional areas for an aircraft defending Rome 
against an IRBM launched from Iran—fig-
ure 4 depicting the capability of a lower-tier 
interceptor and figure 5 representing the 
operational area of an upper-tier intercep-
tor. We can see from figure 4 that the lower-
tier system will not have ascent-phase capa-
bility against this category of threat.

Each aircraft can operate autonomously 
for boost- or ascent-phase engagements or 
as part of a network for terminal defense. 
Aircraft providing defense can be massed at 
a particular point or distributed over a large 

area. They can provide terminal defense for 
a limited time at a port or airfield during 
deployment of a persistent surface-based 
system, or they can thin the wave of attack-
ing threats through boost-phase engagements 
during fighter-sweep operations. Finally, 
but perhaps most importantly, we base this 
concept on the development of a small in-
terceptor that should cost less than the 
threat it will attempt to engage, a character-
istic that holds the promise of making air-
power-based missile defense a cost-effective 
concept.
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Figure 5. Operational areas for aircraft using an upper-tier interceptor to defend Rome against an 
IRBM launched from Iran
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