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Dr. David R. Mets (BS, USNA; MA, Columbia
University; PhD, University of Denver) is a
professor at the School of Advanced Air-
power Studies, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, and
was once the editor of Air University Review.
He spent a 30-year career as a Navy sailor and
as an Air Force pilot and navigator. He flew
more than nine hundred C-130B sorties in
Vietnam, and his last flying tour was as com-
mander of an overseas AC-130 squadron. He
had teaching tours at both the US Military
Academy and the US Air Force Academy. Dr.
Mets has published four books. 
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Lt Col Paul C. Strickland (BA, California
State University, Fullerton; MS, Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University; MMS, Marine Com-
mand and Staff College) is a student at the
Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Alabama. He
previously served as an instructor pilot in a va-
riety of aircraft, including F-16s at Luke AFB,
Arizona; Ramstein AB, Germany; and Aviano
AB, Italy; in A-10s at RAF Bentwaters, United
Kingdom; and in F-5s at Williams AFB, Ari-
zona. He was also an F-16 aerial demonstra-
tion pilot at Nellis, AFB, Nevada, and chief of
the Tactical Evaluation Branch, Fifth Allied
Tactical Air Force (NATO), based in Italy.

Lt Col Lourdes A. Castillo (BS, University of
Puerto Rico; MS, Troy State University) is
deputy chief, Plant Management Division,
Technology and Industrial Support Direc-
torate, Ogden Air Logistics Center, Hill AFB,
Utah. Previously, she served in supervisory
maintenance positions at Nellis AFB, Nevada;
Torrejon AB, Spain; Howard AFB, Panama;
and Holloman AFB, New Mexico. She also
served as F-16 functional manager on the
Headquarters Air Combat Command logis-
tics staff and as military secretariat for the
Joint Staff’s Directorate for Logistics. Colonel
Castillo is a graduate of Squadron Officer
School, US Army Command and General
Staff College, and Air War College.

Lt Col Matthew B. Caffrey Jr., USAFR (BS,
New Jersey Institute of Technology; MA, Uni-
versity of Alabama) is a professor of wargam-
ing and campaign planning at Air Command
and Staff College and is a lieutenant colonel
in the Air Force Reserve, serving with the Air
Staff’s Checkmate organization He is the
coauthor of the Gulf War Fact Book and a fre-
quent speaker at conferences related to
wargaming.

Rep. Ike Skelton (AB, LLB, University of Mis-
souri) is serving his 12th term as Democratic
congressman from Missouri’s Fourth District.
He is the ranking member of the House
Armed Services Committee. Prior to his elec-
tion to Congress, he served as prosecuting at-
torney for Lafayette County, Missouri; special
assistant attorney general; and Missouri state
senator. Elected to the 95th Congress on 2
November 1976, Representative Skelton has
been reelected to each succeeding Congress.
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Maj Brent J. Talbot (BA, MA, Brigham Young
University) is deputy director of the USAF In-
stitute for National Security Studies and assis-
tant professor of political science at the US
Air Force Academy, specializing in Middle
East politics and US national security policy.
A senior navigator, he has logged over fifteen
hundred hours in the F-111 and T-43 aircraft.
In 1997 he spent a year as chief of the Tactics
and Doctrine Division, Air Component of the
Combined Forces Command, Osan AB, Korea.
A graduate of Squadron Officer School and
Air Command and Staff College, Major Tal-
bot is a PhD candidate at the University of
Denver’s Graduate School of International
Studies.

2d Lt Jeffrey J. Hicks (USAFA) is a graduate
student specializing in international security
and economic policy at the Maryland School
of Public Affairs, University of Maryland. Lieu-
tenant Hicks has served as a summer-intern
intelligence analyst with the US State Depart-
ment. 




